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PRESENT

Chairman:      Paul Entwistle

Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Daniel Guise





Martin Stewart

John Green
Matthew Greaves


County and City Councillors:

None Attended


Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

4 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Min 26/27 015 Under the Local Government Act 1972 s15 (1), the Parish Council appointed Paul Entwistle as Chairman for the next 12 months.
Paul Entwistle signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

2 ELECTION OF VICE–CHAIRMAN

MIN 26/27 016 The Parish Council appointed Pauline Bamber as the Vice-Chairman for the next 12 months.
3 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Barry Probin.

4 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th April 2026. 
MIN 26/27 0017 The council approved the minutes and the Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record. 
5 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No Interests were declared.

6 ADMINISTRATION

MIN 26/27 018 the Parish Council will meet at 7:00pm in the Parish Rooms behind St Annes Church on the following dates

June Meeting – Monday 15th June 2026

July Meeting – Monday 03rd August 2026

September Meeting – Monday 21st September 2026

October Meeting – Monday 19th October 2026

November Meeting – Monday 16th November 2026

January Meeting – Monday 18th January 2027
February Meeting – Monday 15th February 2027
March Meeting – Monday 15th March 2027
April Meeting – Monday 19th April 2027
May Meeting – Monday 17th May 2027
These dates have been posted on the Website.
MIN 26/27 019 Members confirmed renewal of the following delegated powers to the Clerk in accordance with S101 of the Local Government Act 1972 and Standing Order 15

· Comment on routine planning applications 

· Make routine decisions 
· deal with emergencies  

· spend small sums of money – in accordance with the finance regulations
· grant a dispensation to Members where the number of Members prohibited from participating, would impede the transaction of the business
b) The Local Government (Electronic Communications) Order 2015 enables a Member to receive the Council summons by email but the Agenda Notice must still be displayed on the Notice Boards. When emailing residents and external agencies, it is good practice for Councilors to use an identifiable Parish Council email address rather than a personal one. Email addresses can be created and hosted through the Parish Council website provider e.g. David.Mills@woodplumptonparish.org 
MIN 26/27 020 Members confirmed that they wish to receive papers electronically.

MIN 26/27 021 Members confirmed

a) They all wished to continue using their current e-mail addresses. 

b) Councillor Green wished his e-mail address to be published.  All other councilors wished their addresses to remain private.

7 GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS  
8 MIN 26/27 022 Members considered and reviewed the Council’s Privacy Policy Statement which can be viewed on the Parish Council website. 
Members confirmed that they understood their obligations.

9 MIN 26/27 023 Members verbally confirmed that their electronic devices also comply with the technical requirements. 

10 MIN 26/27 024 Members verbally confirmed that they understand the need to delete individual correspondence and personal contact details once a matter is completed.  
11 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES

MIN 26/27 025 Members determined that there is no need to form any committees. 

MIN 26/27 026 Members confirmed the following appointed representatives 
a. Preston Area Committee - 3 Members 

i. Pauline Bamber

ii. Maureen Entwistle

iii. Martin Stewart

b. Daniels & Houghtons Charity – 1 Member 

i. Barry Probin

12 MEMBER ALLOWANCE SCHEME

MIN 26/27 027 Members confirm that they do not wish to adopt an Allowance Scheme for 2026/27. 
13 ADOPTION OF STANDING ORDERS

MIN 26/27 028 Members agreed to adopt the current Standing Orders for 2026/27.

That concludes the governance procedures for the new municipal year.

14 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The public raised a number of areas of concern around the Parish as follows:

1. Footpaths adjacent to roads in the Parish are becoming overgrown making it difficult for pedestrians to pass, particularly if using a pram or pushchair.

2. The Daniels and Houghtons charity despite having a website is not well publicised, therefore is not being accessed by local residents.

3. It was suggested that if the cost of renewing the entire canal towpath was excessive, that a shorter section should be improved.  There was though little agreement how a shorter section could be selected to avoid favouring residents from a particular area.

4. The next Preston Guild takes place in 2032.  It was suggested that we should have a larger celebration and should allocate a small amount of money each year to build up a fund to pay for this.  The idea will be considered at the next meeting.
15 2026/27 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 April 2026 to 30 April 2026.
MIN 26/27 029 The Chairman verified that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled and signed the financial Accounts.
The End of April Balances were:

Current Account    £24,773,20
CCLA Account      £675,000.00
16 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 01 May 2026
MIN 26/27 030 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the April meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	April payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Purchase card Monthly Fee
	Unity Trust Bank
	£3.00
	Ref 14

	Viking (newsletter stuff inc stamps)
	Viking Direct
	£589.84
	Ref 15

	Plants for Planters
	Bannister Hall
	£236.10
	Ref 16

	Posts for SPIDs in Catforth
	LCC 
	£2,640.00
	Ref 17

	Lengthsman Weeks 1-4
	Lengthsman
	£1672.00
	Ref 18

	Lengthsman Materials
	Lengthsman
	£91.20
	Ref 19

	Community Garden April
	Lengthsman
	£330.00
	Ref 20

	Bank Service Charge April
	Unity Trust Bank
	£10.00
	Ref 21

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


17 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

26/27 031 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Computer and Printer Service
	£180.00
	BACs
	Ref 22

	Viking Order Newsletter inc Stamps
	£589.84
	BACs
	Ref 23

	Viking Order Printer Cartridges
	£429.44
	BACs
	Ref 24

	Pension contributions clerk May 2026
	£69.86
	DD
	Ref 25

	Clerk Salary May 2026
	£849.25
	BACs
	Ref 26

	HMRC PAYE May 2026
	£628.80
	BACs
	Ref 27

	Employer National Insurance May 2026
	£165.14
	BACs
	Ref 28

	Parish Rooms Rental May 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 29

	Clerk Expenses
	£212.80
	BACs
	Ref 30

	Parish Church Grant for Window Replacement 
	£36,000.00
	BACs
	Ref 31

	Grit for Grit Bins
	£22.00
	BACs
	Ref 32

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members noted that application 06/2026/0398 on Blackleach Lane is a retrospective application, but it does not accurately describe the operations that are taking place.  It is therefore not a valid retrospective application.  The Clerk will make appropriate representations to Preston City Council.

MIN 26/27 032 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for April 2026. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
19 FOOTPATH ON NEWSHAM HALL LANE - WHITTLE HILL TO WHITE CROSS

The council recognized that there are a number of footpaths (footpaths adjacent to roads, rather than public rights of way) around the Parish that are either themselves overgrown or adjacent hedges are encroaching upon the footpath.  This makes it difficult for pedestrians.

In each case there is a person or public body with responsibility for the resolution of the problem.
The Council agreed that the Lengthsman should conduct a survey to determine where there are blocked footpaths.

Where a blocked footpath is found a report should be made to the appropriate duty holder (landowner or highways authority) and a list produced for review at the next council meeting.  The council can then consider what if any action should be taken if the duty holders fail to address the problem.

20 COMMUNITY GARDEN – PICNIC BENCH.

The Council considered whether the request for a picnic bench in the Community Garden should be accommodated.  The view was that there were already 3 benches and to add a picnic bench would reduce the areas for children to play.  Therefore the request was rejected.
21 SECURITY OF CIL MONEY AND FUTURE RECEIPTS

Councilors noted the position and made the following observations:

1. While the charging authority continues to charge CIL there is a legal framework that protects our position 

2. There would be no handover to a new Unitary Authority until 2028, therefore there is plenty of time to complete the Catforth traffic calming work.

This work will be progressed by the Chairman and Clerk

3. If CIL continues it is important that WPC has a follow on Neighbourhood Plan to maximise the share of CIL money that we receive.

4. The Council should only make spending commitments based upon money that it has actually received, rather than future predictions.

22 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 5 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for around a year) – Councillor Thompson has been in touch with Chris Hayward, who is fully aware of the request and will respond once the PCC position is clear.
The Clerk is concerned that there will be little progress on the Linear Park until after the local government reorganization, which will provide clarity about which group is responsible for the park.  WPC should therefore not rely on the Linear Park as a place to invest any of our current CIL money.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Councillor Green is clarifying the ownership position and seeking to develop a path forward.
4. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on.

5. Replacement of the Wooden Windows in St Annes Church – A grant of £36,000 has now been made.

Currently only The Orchard Play Area and Replacement Windows are making any progress indicating that they may be delivered in the next couple of years.  These projects should consume the older CIL Money.  
Work is ongoing with the Canal and Rivers trust to identify the length of Canal Towpath that it would be sensible to improve.  This will allow more detailed costings to be prepared, so that it can be considered when we would be able to afford the delivery of this project.  This project is reliant upon the receipt of future CIL income.
CIL spending for 2026/7 to date is £62,119 compared to income this year of £295,285 therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

Councilors are requested to Note that we now have £60,000 of CIL money that is 3 years old. (received in April 2023)
Councilors agreed to discuss CIL opportunities at the next Parish Council Meeting.
Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
Have been installed and are in operation.
SPIDs on Catforth Road

SPIDs have now been ordered at a cost of £15,968.40 and will be installed by the end of May.
Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
The Bus stops installation on Catforth Road near the Green Lane Junction by LCC Infrastructure Team has been chased.

Grit Bin suggestion from a resident
Grit Bin suggestion on Tabley Lane outside Smithy Cottage, by the post box.

The grit bin and grit have now been purchased and the grit bin will be put into place shortly.
Daffodil Bulbs to create a spring display across the Parish
Information has been requested from LCC highways as to what approvals may be needed for the planting of bulbs and trees
Eaves Project

Councillors to Note that LCC Highways have completed the work on the Junction between Eaves Lane and Brierley Lane the planter is now in place and fully planted.
23 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
No issues raised.
24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 15th June 2026 at 7:00pm in the Parish Rooms.  
END
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Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

